Managing Diverging Demands
In many respects, representing Sweden abroad in the early 1960s was a thankful task: affluent, ambitiously reformist and technologically advanced, the country had a positive reputation among political progressives in many Western countries.4 Prime Minister Tage Erlander was for instance informed by one of his advisors that his visit to the usa in 1961 had "finally convinced" Americans that "the welfare state had evolved from a crisis solution to a construction for the future."5 However, by the end of the decade that construction was facing fierce criticism from within. Like many countries of Europe and North America, Sweden was going through rapid socioeconomic changes, and the political landscape was changing fast as a growing number of extra-parliamentary groups and public intellectuals gathered under the banner of the New Left. An important part of this mobilisation was taking place in the name of a politicised interpretation of 'culture,' distinct from the bourgeois aesthetic ideals of old and opposed to the modern forces of capitalism.6 The Social Democratic government, which had been primarily responsible for the swift and rapid expansion of the welfare state after the Second World War, found itself being outflanked by the new movements which were questioning the very welfare solutions and consensus-oriented politics that had come to define Sweden abroad.
Meanwhile, as these political groups and representatives of the arts were pressuring the government with demands of socialisation, the radical redistribution of wealth and increased spending on cultural life and public goods, the prominent export-driven Swedish industry was eager to see an increase in state-funded export promotion.7 European integration was gaining pace and competition on the world markets was intensifying. Thus, while major private actors were asking for more active and effective promotion of Swedish capitalism, the New Left was criticising the government for not doing enough to practise solidarity and spread democratic socialism.
Despite a marked increase in government support during the decade, practitioners of the sprawling public-private field of Sweden-information found themselves with something of a legitimacy-deficit due to these widening ideological fissures in Swedish society. Quite simply: representing the nation was easier said than done as Sweden became increasingly politically polarised. As will be discussed below, employees of the semi-official Swedish Institute,
